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The Word of Forgiveness 
Luke 23:34 (NLT) Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are 
doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.  
 

1. The ministry of Jesus was marked by three periods, inauguration, popularity, and 
opposition. 

2. The crucifixion of Jesus all happened in a very quick manner. 
3. While on the Cross—Jesus makes 7 short statements filled with profound meaning. 

a. Father forgive them.  
b. Today you will be with me in paradise 
c. Woman, behold, your son! ... 
d. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? ... 
e. I thirst. 
f. It is finished. 
g. Father, into Your hands I commend my spirit. 

4. It is interesting to note that the earthly ministry of Jesus began and 
concluded with prayer. 

5. In Luke 24 he acts upon His teaching in Matthew 5.  
6. His response teaches us the significance of our sin, the vastness of His 

grace, and the reliability of God’s love. 

1. You must see your sin clearly 
1.The sin of those involved in the crucifixion of Jesus was done in ignorance. 
2. You cannot trust your feelings to determine if something is sinful. 

Don’t follow your heart—follow the Word 
3.They did not know what they were doing.  
 a. they were shutting themselves out of a glorious heaven 

b. choosing an eternal separation from God 
c. crucifying the Son of God 

4. What do we do with our sins? 
 a.  We attempt to hide them b. we justify them c. we blame others   d. we quit 



       5. What should we do with our sins? 
 a. Admit it     b. Repent c. accept responsibility d. receive forgiveness 
       6. What hinders us?  FEAR and PRIDE 
 

2. You must see the grace of Jesus accurately 
1. His graceful approach toward us is undeserved. You cannot earn it! 
2. His grace was extended in their moment of greatest sin. 
3. What will Jesus do with your sin? 
 a. He will forgive it b. He will remove it c. He will bury it. 
4. His actions are quick, complete, continual, and free. 

Grace never leads you toward sin but always leads you to righteousness. 
 

3. You must see the love of God personally 
John 3:16 (NLT) “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  

1. God loved you when you were unlovable. 
2. God loves you when you make mistakes. 
3. God loves you and longs for you to be restored and reconciled when you have sinned. 
4. God loves you too much to force you against your will. 

 
How can we live a pure and holy life? Rely on the provision of God! 
We are cleansed by the blood of Jesus, we are instructed by the Word of God, we are guided 
and protected by the power of the Holy Spirit. We have the fellowship of the saints, the 
resource of prayer, and an assignment from God.  
 
Ephesians 6:10–13 (NLT) 10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 
Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against ALL strategies of 
the devil. 12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil 
rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and 
against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor 
so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will 
still be standing firm.  

1 Corinthians 15:58 (NLT) So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. 
Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord 
is ever useless.  


