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The Word of Compassion 
John 19:23-27 (ESV) 23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and 
divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us 
not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture 
which says, “They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that 
hour the disciple took her to his own home.  
 

1. While on the Cross for approximately 6 hours—Jesus makes 7 short statements 
filled with profound meaning. 

3 are found in John only     3 are in Luke only   1 is found in both Matthew and Mark 
a. Father forgive them. Luke 23:34 
b. Today you will be with me in paradise. Luke 23:43 
c. Woman, behold, your son! ...Behold, your mother! John 19:26 
d. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? ... Matt 27:46 Mark 15:34  
e. I thirst. John 19:28 
f. It is finished. John 19:30 
g. Father, into Your hands I commend my spirit. Luke 23:46 

2. The 22nd Psalm is the Psalm of the Cross, descriptively prophesying how Messiah 
would die. 

3. The dividing of His garments and the gambling for his tunic must have been nearly 
unbearable for Mary. 

4. There is profound emotion in the brief statements Jesus makes to Mary and John. 
5. This encounter provides a template for us when dealing with overwhelming grief. 

 
 



1. Jesus comforts those who are grieving 

1. Mary must have been emotionally exhausted, physically depleted, and mentally 
perplexed. 

2. Jesus was keenly aware of her needs and His responsibility. 
3. According to John there were 4 soldiers, 4 women, and 1 disciple near the cross. 

Mary, Salome (Mary’s sister), Mary of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene and John. 
4. Jesus was suffering physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. 
5. Jesus extends a practical solution for future assistance for Mary. 
 

2. Jesus assigns those who are available 

1. Jesus had at least 6 siblings. 4 brothers and sisters also. 
2. He most probably had aunts and uncles. 
3. Jesus calls on those who are near the need. 
4. John was given an assignment (purpose) because he was doing what he could. 
5. The Bible assigns a similar task to every believer. 
 

3. Jesus rewards those who serve 
1. From that hour the disciple took Mary to his own home. 
2. Imagine the conversations he had with her. 
3. Imagine the joy he felt in knowing that he was fulfilling the last command of Jesus’ 

earthly life. 
4. Imagine the fulfillment he felt in providing for Mary for the rest of her life.  

 
 
We ALL have the same purpose (UNIVERSAL) in life: To know God fully.  To obey Him 
completely. To strengthen His family. To share His love with the world. 
 
We EACH have different (UNIQUE) assignments. It depends on your circumstances and 
opportunities.  
 

Fulfill your purpose in life by engaging in your assignment!!! 
 
 


