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The Word of Assurance 
Luke 23:43 (NIV) Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
 

1. While on the Cross—Jesus makes 7 short statements filled with profound meaning. 
3 are found in John only        3 are in Luke only     1 is found in both Matthew and Mark  

a. Father forgive them.  
b. Today you will be with me in paradise 
c. Woman, behold, your son! ... 
d. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? ... 
e. I thirst. 
f. It is finished. 
g. Father, into Your hands I commend my spirit. 

2. Jesus was born among the animals and crucified among the criminals. 
Isaiah 53:12 (NIV) Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with 
the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he 
bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  

3. Even while experiencing an excruciating death, Jesus ministered to the needs of 
another. 

4. This exchange shows the generosity of the kindness of Jesus. 
5. The three crosses each represent a different focus. 

Rejection                          Reliance  Redemption 
      6. The thief who repented exemplifies how to be saved. 

1. The criminal is a representative for all Christians 
1. Luke 23:32–43 (NIV) 39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 
“since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  

1. He was an evil doer. 



2. He admitted his sinful condition. 
3. He asked for forgiveness and acceptance. 
4. He declared the Lordship of Jesus. 

      5. He expressed faith in Jesus. 
 

2. The words of Christ bring hope to every believer 

1. Salvation is immediate—Today. 
2. Salvation is certain—you WILL be. 
3. Salvation is a relationship-with me. 
4. Salvation is forever—in paradise. 
 

3. How can you know you are saved? 
Not by feelings—not through your mind—it is by faith 
1 John 5:13 (NIV) I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life.  

1. Know that you will face God after you die. 
2. Know that you have sinned against God. 
3. Know that Jesus was not an ordinary man or even just a good man. 
4. Know that only God’s grace can save you. 
5. Know that Jesus promises to save everyone that calls on Him. 

Romans 10:13 (NIV) for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

One man was saved at the last opportunity to give us hope. 

One man died in his sins and was lost forever to prevent us from being presumptuous. 

John 1:12 (NIV) Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God 

Romans 10:9–10 (NIV) 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and 
are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith 
and are saved.  


