
 

 
Pastor Bruce McCarty                             Owasso First Assembly of God                                               2.20.22 

Relationships matter—The Value of Family 
God uses three relationships to illustrate His relationship with us. 

Marriage                          Family                         Friends 
Proverbs 7—warning against temptations of immoral people 

Proverbs 8—Wisdom produces life, joy, wealth, and all good things 
1. God established families to be a place of strength and encouragement.  
2. Every member of the family has an assignment. 
3. Make it easy for others to fulfill their role by fulfilling your role. 
4. Wholesome, strong, and flourishing families testify to the goodness of God. 
5. The relationship between parents and children is an example of the relationship between 

God the Father and His children. 
6. Families should be built on obedience to God’s Word.  
 

Ephesians 6:1-4  1Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the right 
thing to do. 2 “Honor your father and mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise: 3 If 
you honor your father and mother, “things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on 
the earth.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, 
bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.  
 

1. Children should obey and honor their parents 
1. “It is worth noting that nothing in all history has done so much for the elevation and 

development of children as Christianity.” J Montgomery Boice 
2. Parents must teach obedience by example—displaying obedience to God. 
3. Obedience is the fundamental relationship of children to parents. 
4. Obedience does have some limitations, but honor is to be a foundation of the heart. 
GIVE HONOR AND DIGNITY TO ALL, ESPECIALLY PARENTS BECAUSE THAT IS WHAT WE DO 
1 Peter 2:17 (NLT) Respect everyone and love the family of believers. Fear God and respect the 
king. 

5. Paul gives three reasons why obedience and honor are required.  
 a. it is a godly attitude—you belong to the Lord 
 b. it is righteous behavior—it is the right thing to do 
 c. it brings blessing to your life—things will go well with you 
6. Parents make it easy for your children to honor and obey you. Live a godly life! 
 



 

2. Parents should nurture their children with discipline and instruction 
1. Parenting requires patience. Do not exasperate your children.  
Proverbs 15:1 (NIV) A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.  
2. Paul encourages the restraint of authority. 
3. God presents Himself as our Father providing the ultimate example.  
4. Children need the tenderness and security of love. 
5. Nurture, train, and instruct children in the ways of God. 
6. Obtain balance by keeping the goal of parenting in mind—to raise up godly children. 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NIV) 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting, and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.    

The goal of Scripture is equipping the servant of God for every good work! 
7. Children make it easy for your parents to guide you. Honor and obey them.  

DO NOT STIR UP STRIFE!!! 
 

10 areas to train your children 

   1. The Authority of God’s Word 

   2. The Love of the Father 

   3. The Grace of the Lord Jesus 

   4. The Power of the Holy Spirit 

   5. The Fellowship of the Saints 

   6. The Joy of obedience 

   7. The Blessing of faithfulness 

   8. The Benefits of kindness 

   9. The Profit of contentment 

 10.  The Reward of generosity 

What family relationships do you need to focus on? Words to say frequently to family 
members: I love you, I’m proud of you, I’m praying for you, I believe in you, I’m thankful for 
you, etc.… 

1 Corinthians 13:4–13 (NIV) 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  
7 LOVE ALWAYS protects, ALWAYS trusts, ALWAYS hopes, ALWAYS perseveres. 8 LOVE NEVER 
FAILS!!!!!  


