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Luke 2:52 (NLT2)  Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature 
 and in favor with God and all the people. 

This week’s proverb: Proverbs 5:21-23 (NLT2) 21  For the LORD sees 
clearly what a man does, examining every path he takes. 22  An evil 
man is held captive by his own sins; they are ropes that catch and 
hold him. 23  He will die for lack of self-control; he will be lost because 
of his great foolishness.  

1. Grow closer to God through devotion. 
2. Grow more helpful to others through service. 

3. Grow wiser with humility. 
4. Grow more influential through integrity. 
5. Grow more unified through cooperation. 

 
This year grow more unified with other believers 
Psalm 133:1-3 (NLT2) 1 How wonderful and pleasant it is when 
brothers live together in harmony! 2  For harmony is as precious 
as the anointing oil that was poured over Aaron’s head, that 
ran down his beard and onto the border of his robe. 3  Harmony 
is as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon that falls on 
the mountains of Zion. And there the LORD has pronounced his 
blessing, even life everlasting.  
 



 
 

John 17:20-23 (NLT2) 20  “I am praying not only for these 
disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through 
their message. 21  I pray that they will all be one, just as you 
and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And 
may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 
22  “I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be 
one as we are one. 23  I am in them and you are in me. May 
they experience such perfect unity that the world will know 
that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love 
me.  
 
Ephesians 4:3.13 (NLT2) 3Make every effort to keep yourselves 
united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with 
peace……… 13  This will continue until we all come to such 
unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be 
mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete 
standard of Christ.  
 
1. The Old Testament emphasized the value of being united. 
 
2. Jesus prayed for supernatural unity in the Church. 
 
3. Paul illustrated unity in 1 Corinthians and appealed to two 

saints in Philippi to get united by ministry. 



 
 

4. Fellowship is praying for one another, serving God together, 
believing for God’s Word to be accomplished in one another, 
and loving one another. 

 
5. Paul describers four keys to unity in Eph 4. 
 

1. Unity requires the right attitude 
Ephesians 4:1-2 (NLT2) 1  Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the 
Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have 
been called by God. 2  Always be humble and gentle. Be patient 
with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults 
because of your love.  
1. Paul was a prisoner of the Lord. 
 
2. Paul implores us to live a life worthy of our calling by God. 
 
3. Paul states 5 characteristics we must develop for unity to 
exist. 
 
a. humility      
b. gentleness     
c. patience         
d. tolerant       
e. love 
 



 
 

2. Unity rises from the unity of our God  
Ephesians 4:4-6 (NLT2) 4  For there is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future. 
5  There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6  and one God and 
Father, who is over all and in all and living through all. 

1. The word one is used 7 times in these 3 short verses. 
 
2. We are in unity with God when we pursue unity in the 
Church. 
 
3. Our unity must be based in doctrinal purity. 
 
4. Our unity should spare no effort but be continuous and 
diligent activity. 4:3 

 
3. Unity is enriched by the diversity of God’s gifts to us  
Ephesians 4:7-12 (NLT2) 7  However, He has given each one of 
us a special gift through the generosity of Christ. 8  That is why 
the Scriptures say, “When he ascended to the heights, he led a 
crowd of captives and gave gifts to his people.” 9  Notice that it 
says, “he ascended.” This clearly means that Christ also 
descended to our lowly world. 10  And the same one who 
descended is the one who ascended higher than all the 
heavens, so that he might fill the entire universe with himself. 
11  Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the 



 
 

apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and 
teachers. 12  Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do 
his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.  

 
1. God has given abilities and special gifts to the Church 

through individuals. 
 
2. “It is always misleading to separate the three persons of 

the Trinity. Together they are involved in 
    every aspect of the Church’s wellbeing.” John Stott 
 
3. The gifts are extremely varied. Use whatever gifts God 
has given you for His glory and the Church’s 
     blessing.  The list is not exhaustive but there are over 20 
spiritual gofts mentioned in 4 list in the NT plus examples of 
spiritual gifts in the OT 
 
4. The purpose of spiritual gifts is service. To serve others-
not for selfish motives.    
 

4. Unity demands maturity  
Ephesians 4:13-16 (NLT2) 13  This will continue until we all 
come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son 
that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full 
and complete standard of Christ. 14  Then we will no longer be 



 
 

immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about 
by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced 
when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like 
the truth. 15  Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing 
in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his 
body, the church. 16  He makes the whole body fit together 
perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the 
other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and 
growing and full of love.  
 

1. Maturity is marked by stability. 
 
2. Maturity is concerned with the growth of others. 
 
3. Maturity is full of love. 
 
Colossians 3:12-15 (NLT2) 12  Since God chose you to be the 
holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with 
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. 13  Make allowance for each other’s faults, and 
forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord 
forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14  Above all, 
clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony. 15  And let the peace that comes from 
Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you 
are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 


