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ESCHATOLOGY-The doctrine of the last things  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NLT) 13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want 
you to know what will happen to the believers who have died so you will not 
grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and 
was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring 
back with him the believers who have died. 15 We tell you this directly from the 
Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of 
those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with 
a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet 
call of God. First, the Christians who have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, 
together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be 
caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the 
Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words.  
 
1. The word eschatology comes from the Greek terms “escato” and “lovgo” 

meaning last, end, or final, and study of. 
2.  There has been much fascination with the study of the end times. 
3.  It is imperative that we know the truth and resist speculation. 
4.  Most error has been based on placing human reasoning on the same level of 

authority as God’s Word.  THIS IS FOOLISHNESS!!!!!  
5.  The unspiritual cannot understand this and; the spiritual will receive what 

they cannot understand by faith.   We will not understand every detail 
concerning the end times.  There is still a point of mystery. 

 
1. What happens at the end of life 
Hebrews 9:27 (NLT) And just as each person is destined to die once and after 
that comes judgment,  
 
Luke 16:19-31    Luke 23:43    1 Corinthians 15:51-55 
 



1.  What happens when you die depends on what you do before you die. 
 
2.  For the saved:  HOPE   
 a. our soul goes into the conscious presence of the Lord immediately 
 b. our body will be buried until the day of resurrection 
 c. when Christ returns, we will be raised bodily from the grave 

God finishes what He starts and leaves no detail undone 
 d. glorified body and soul reunited with the Lord forever 
 
3.  For the lost.  DISPAIR 
  a. the soul is sent to hell where it is in conscious torment 
  b. punishment is eternal 
  c.  the body is raised at the Great White Throne Judgement 

 d.  the unsaved are then cast into the lake of fire, where they will reside   
         eternally 
 

2. What does the end of the age look like? 
1.  The rapture.  He comes as Savior and Judge 
2.  The Tribulation. - Marriage supper of the Lamb. 
3.  The return to earth of Christ and saints-1,000 year reign of peace 
4.  The final Judgement. 
 
How do we respond: 
With Joy               With Hope              With Preparation                In Holiness 
 
 
Titus 2:11-14 (ESV) 11  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for 
all people, 12  training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13  waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
14  who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
 


